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whole* voyage of the Peqnod, and the great white whale its
object." And for the most part, he does. But he declares,
withal, that "the truest of all men was the Man of Sorrows,
and the truest of all books is Solomon's, and Ecclesiastes is
the fine hammered steel of woe. All is vanity. ALL." Moby-
Dick was built upon a foundation of this wisdom, and this
woe; and so keenly did Melville feel the poignancy of this woe,
so isolated was he in his surrender to this wisdom, that this
wisdom and this woe, which he had learned from Solomon and
from Christ, he felt to be of that quality which in our cow-
ardice we call madness, white whale and all that is there
